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resemblance to his parents both in body and mind than bis
present Majesty has of the late King his Father and of the
Queen his Mother." *
This sentence was evidently written after the death of James II
and before that of the Queen. Further minute researches have
narrowed the period to between the years 1704 and 1710; and
many will think it reasonable to centre it about the year 1707,
when, as we have seen, an important section of the docu-
ments was brought to Saint-Germains for some months.
Thus there were the Memoirs, now defunct, and the Ufa
written after James's death by direction of the Old Pretender.
There has been much more doubt about the authorship of
the Life than about its date. Some authorities consider it
was written by Inesse himself, the other view is that it is
the work of a Jacobite gentleman, a clerk at Saint-Germains,
named Dicconson. The point is of small importance, but a
letter will soon be placed before the reader which proves that
Dicconson is the author.
A copy of Dicconson's work found a home with the
English Benedictines in Italy, and during the Napoleonic
wars was purchased by the Prince of Wales, and with
much difficulty and six years of circuitous travel trans-
ported to England, where it arrived about the begin-
ning of 1813. It was edited and published in 1816 by
the Rev. James Stanier Clarke, historiographer to the Priftce
of Wales, then become the Regent, as The Life of Ja^es II
collected out of Memoirs 'writ of his own hand. This is a book of
the highest interest and value. In all parts not attributable
to James it is extremely well written. It is almost our
only window on this sector of the past. It quotes or con-
denses a portion of the original Memoirs. The rest is the
view of a Jacobite Catholic exile serving at the Court of
Saint-Germains in the first decade of the eighteenth century.
The facts are set forth as the Court at Saint-Germains viewed
them and wished them to be believed.
Without hesitation we are told how James when Duke of
York in 1669 formed his design for the forcible conversion of
1 Life of James II, p. 195.
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